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My career: Valerie Hogan: Interior designer and company owner of Hogan Interior Design

Valerie has designs

Describe vour job in five
words: Exciting, rewarding,
challenging, interesting and
stressful.

Describe vourself in five
words: Reliable, imaginative,
patient, energet-
ic and happy.
Personality
neéded for this
kind of work?
You really need
to get on with P
and enjoy deal- ||
ing with people.
You must be able
to listen to and
communicate
your ideas to
your client very
clearly. You need
to be completely

evervthing is running
smoothly — painting, tiling
etc — and dealing with any
problems that may arise
This may entail a call to the
site to confirm various de-
tails such as pla-
cing of sockets,
light fittings, ra-
diators and
bathroom ware.
The end of my
day is wusually
taken up with
paperworlk,
making sure
everyvthing is
up-to-date  and
ready fto go
again the follow-
ing day,
How many

confident in

what your are doing-and not
afraid to try new ideas and
styles.

How long are yon doing
this job? 17 years.

How did you get this job? I
left school at 18, completed a
secretarial course and star-
ted work in First Southern
Bank. Aftef 10 years, | took a
redundancy package.

I then did a correspond-
ence course with Rhodec In-
ternational for one year and
started a new course in in-
terior design at St John's Col-
lege in Cork which I com-
pleted after two years,

I immediately began work
as an independent interior
designer and completed
many projects in both the res-
idential and commercial
sector over the years,

Do von need particular
qualifications/experience?
It is not essential; however,
very advisable.

Describe an average day.at
work: Every day is different
but every morning 1 would
check the post and emails,
check my diary and prepare
for = appointments on that
day.

If 1 am meeting clients at
their house, [ gather my
sample books of fabrics for
curtaing and [urniture,
samples of carpets, wallpa-
pers, lighting, poles and tiles,
This would all have been pre-
viously sourced in my library
and wvarions shops in the
city.

On meeting with the cli-
ents, we would go through
the window treatments, floor-
ing, lghting etc until every-
one is happy with the design
concept,

On my return to the office,
I would check with other cli-
ents who may have on-going
work, making stre

hours do wvon
work a week? 40/45 hours.
What do you wear to work?
What I wear to work depends
on where | am going. For ex-
ample, if 1 were going to a
building site 1 would were
jeans, warm top, visibility
jacket, safety boots and my
favourite hard hat! Te a
client’s house or office I like
to dress smartly in dresses,
trousers and jackets with
either boots or shoes,
Is your indusiry male or
female dominated? Mostly
female dominated.
Does this effect you in any
particular way? 1 would like
to see more males involved. It
is good to get a male perspect-
ive on design because at
times we can be quite differ-
ent in our ideas and ap-
proach.
Is your job stressful? Yes,
like any other business it has
its ups and downs. The most
stressful time is when vour
orders haven't arrived on
time. There are s0 many
people depending on the de-
liveries such as tilers, electri-
cians and plumbers — if the
goods are not on site, the
workers may go to another
site and this all costs extra
time and money. I would rate
it a six out of 10.
Do vou work with others or
on your own? I work on my
own but it never feels like
that because 1 am involved
with so many others associ-
ated with me in different
areas during any given day.
When do you plan to retire
or give up working? Maybe
in 10 years time I would
think of retiring or taking a
step back and working two or
three days a week.
Best bits? To see a job com-
pleted is a fantastic feeling, to
see all the hard work come
alive. When 1 see how happy

clients are with their new
surroundings and they real-
ise that they too have played
their part in the whole pro-
ject.

Worst bits? There is lots of
hauling and dragging which
can be guite tiring and frus-
trating.

Advice to those who want
your job? Be prepared to
work long hours, there is a
lot of physical work involved
behind the scenes. Do your
research, go to the design
shows, trends change all the
time s0 you must keep on top
of it. It is very important to
surround yourself with the
best tradespeople, these are
the people who are going to
make vou work look its best
and last the test of time.

Any other comments? |
have had many challenges in
my work over the vears but
the most recent was taking
part and winning
RTE Shouw- ¥
house last
March in
Schull. It was
hard work but so
different in that yon
were working in front
of cameras but what a
wonderful sense of
achisvement.

on your house

Name: Valarie Hogan

Age: 47

Lives: Passage West.

Job title: Interior designer and
COMPANY OWner,

Salary: €£45,000-60,000
Educational background:
Regina Mundi, School of
Commerce Secratarial Caliags,
Rhodec Intarnational
Correspondence (Interior
Design), St John's College —
two-year Interior Design course.
Hobbies: Walking, saliing and
gardening.
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